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Launch of Plan for New Warships for Canada in 2010



Canada
February 
2019



Canada
June 
2019



Costs of War Project, Brown University June 2019

“Pentagon emissions were greater than Finland, which emitted 46.8 million metric 
tons, Sweden which emitted 50.8 million metric tons, and Denmark which emitted 
33.5 million metric tons of CO2eq.” -- Costs of War report, p. 13



Comparing Carbon Footprints





= $38,000+ 
CAD



2020



At KW Peace Meeting
March 2020



Canada – Announced December 2016
$132 billion approximately over 11 years

$2 billion 
Low Carbon
Economy Fund 

$1 billion in Clean 
Tech

$2.65 billion for 
climate financing to 
developing countries 

$400 million over 11 
years for 
transportation
infrastructure in the 
three territories 
under the National 
Trade
Corridors Fund.

$81 billion over 11 
years for Green 
Infrastructure
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Defence Policy 2017, p. 43

June 2017 - CANADA

“Maintain high-end warfighting”

“$553 billion over next 20 years”

*THERE WAS NO DISSENT BY ANY 
POLITICIAN FROM ANY PARTY*

Defence Policy 2017, p. 36
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What is Canada’s defence policy?

• Motivated by NATO and declares “US is our most important defence 

relationship”

• 70% increase to annual base budget of DND to $32.7 billion per year by 

2026

• Increase number of new warships from 12 to 15 cost of $104+ billion

• Increase number of new fighter jets from 65 to 88 cost $40+ billion

• Buy new armed drones and attack helicopters

• Modernize submarines and light armoured vehicles (tanks)

• Increase inter-operability with allies 

• Increase troops will target women, First Nations people and minorities

• Militarize education - increase funding for defence R&D at universities
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CANADA
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“Given the unpredictable changes in operational tempo, 
the federal reduction target will not include emissions from 

military activities and operations.” 

CANADA



Climate Impacts of the Military

• Canada’s  Dept. of Defence (DND) largest consumer of petroleum and largest 

landholder among all federal agencies (5 million acres of property, over 20,000 

buildings and 21 bases)

• 75% of fuel use for mobile operations / 25% for stationary (installations)

• Air force uses the most fuel – JP8 for fighter jets

• Military vehicles inefficient, long life-cycles and locked-in energy platforms

• Accounting for military emissions not transparent – clauses for exemptions and 

confidentiality 

• Military emissions are exempted from reduction targets

• *US Dept. of Defense (DOD) largest institutional consumer of oil ($8-17B/year) 

& largest landholder  w/ 800 bases in 70 countries



CANADA – Access to Information



CANADAGreening Government 2018 



“Certain sources of greenhouse gas emissions are excluded 
from the federal reduction target because of their 
important role in ensuring the national safety and security 
of all Canadians. This includes the operation of military 
vehicles and equipment by the Department of National 
Defence.… The Department of National Defence is one of 
the largest landowners and the largest energy consumer in 
the Government of Canada.”

Hon. Catherine McKenna, 
Minister of Environment & Climate Change

May 2019

National Safety and Security Exemption



SIPRI Trends in World Military Expenditure, 2019



CANADA

Source: Public Accounts of Canada
https://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/recgen/cpc-pac/index-eng.html



National Defence Dept. of Environment & CC 
1997 $8,831,231,000 $561,030,828
2019 $31,713,351,000 $1,946,003,000

CANADA



Total Provincial Spending on Departments of Environment 2018

Federal $1.9 billion + Provincial $2.4 billion = $4.3 B



UN Peacekeeping Ranking 2020

Source: UN Peacekeeping Office: https://peacekeeping.un.org/en



• Canadian special forces helped to overthrow government in Haiti in 2004, we are 

now working to overthrow government in Venezuela (Lima Group)

• Canada’s combat mission in Afghanistan from 2002-2014 – complicit torture

• Canada led the NATO bombing of Libya in 2011 led to refugee crisis 

• Canada bombing  (& refuelling US-led coalition bombing) of Syria & Iraq 2019

• Canada fuelling violent conflict & refugee crisis in Syria & Iraq (Operation IMPACT)

• 2015 report Canadian forces “highly sexualized culture that is hostile to women”

• Canada is arming Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Israel and Bahrain (Arms Exports 2016)

• Canada is refusing to join the UN nuclear weapons ban treaty

• Canada leading NATO battle group in Latvia and Poland (Op REASSURANCE) 

• Canadian navy exercised with U.S. AFRICOM off coasts of East and West Africa

• Canadian special forces across Africa and Middle East with no public oversight 

• Canada training Ukrainian soldiers – very provocative to Russia (Operation 

UNIFIER) – Regular NATO naval exercise near Russia

Canada’s War-Making and War



Military emissions and expenditures are immoral/unethical

Paris Agreement ethical principles = equity, justice, transparency, 
accountability, just transition and sustainable development

Q: How can we have a just transition or sustainable development
when Western countries use a disproportionate amount of fuel 
for their militaries and warfighting?

Q: How can we have equity when our militaries will get a greater 
share of the carbon budget for fighter jets, warships and tanks? 

We must have a parallel process of disarmament and 
demilitarization alongside climate mitigation and adaptation

Climate Injustice



Demilitarization

Decarbonization - Divest

Decolonization – Social Justice

For a green new deal, a red deal,
a just recovery and climate justice!



Campaign Against 
Arms Trade (CAAT) 

UK 2014

Nuclear Ban US (ICAN) 
US 2019



https://ips-dc.org/climate-militarism-primer/

https://ips-dc.org/climate-militarism-primer/


1. There is NO ROLE FOR THE MILITARY in tackling climate change

2. Make the links between Demilitarization and Decarbonization

3. Talk to your Member of Parliament about military emissions and 
expenditures

4. If you are a member of a political party, please push them on 
military emissions and expenditures

5. NO TO NATO, CANADA OUT OF NATO, No to NATO’s 2% GDP 
target! Don’t support the military alliance and speak out.

Take Action



Voice of Women for Peace, Demilitarize:Decarbonize, 2018



ontario@vowpeace.org

Thursday, 
July 23



Strike for Climate Peace: 
No New Fighter Jets

Friday, July 24
*11am-12PM

Outside Defence Minister 
MP Harjit Sajjan’s
Constituency Office
6406 Victoria Drive, 
Vancouver, British 
Columbia
Contact: Ellen 
Woodsworth 
(ewoodsworth@icloud.co
m)
Women’s International 
League for Peace & 
Freedom (WILPF) Canada



World Beyond War: www.worldbeyondwar.org

Come to Ottawa in June 2021!



1. Demilitarization for Deep Decarbonization 2014 report by Tamara Lorincz on 
www.ipb.org under “Publications”

2. The Costs of War Project 2019 report “Pentagon Fuel Use, Climate Change and the 
Costs of War”: https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/

3. United in Science 2019 report: 
https://public.wmo.int/en/resources/united_in_science

4. The Green Zone: The Environmental Costs of Militarism book by Barry Sanders

5. IPS No War, No Warming Primer: https://ips-dc.org/climate-militarism-primer/

6. Global Warming, Militarism and Nonviolence: The Art of Active Resistance book by 
Marty Branagan

7. Rosalie Bertell’s book Planet Earth: The Latest  Weapon of War

8. Check out Canada’s Defence Energy and Environmental Strategy

9. Check out Public Accounts of Canada 

Resources

https://ips-dc.org/climate-militarism-primer/



